
Friday, April 17, 2020 at 11:22:46 AM Eastern Daylight Time

Page 1 of 3

Subject: Principal Message - April 14, 2020
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 at 12:29:19 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: EllicoA Mills Middle School
To: Jennifer Johnson

Ellicott Mills Middle School

Message from Mr. Gaylord
April 14, 2020

Translations Chinese Korean Spanish 

Dear Ellicott Mills Families,

I hope this communication finds you and your family healthy and safe. It is hard to
believe that it has been one month since students and staff have interacted in person at The
Mill. Teachers and staff members have been working extremely hard to prepare their
orientation videos and learning platforms for student(s). This has been no small feat as the
virtual learning environment, to this degree, is new for most and is ever changing as the
country and the county learn as they go through this experience. On April 20, we will
begin our next phase of the distance learning model with middle school students and I
would like to share important information to help your family prepare. All students will
need access to a technology device for approximately two hours each day.  lease make
sure you are regularly checking your child’s Canvas account. I would highly recommend
turning on Canvas notification, so that you receive notifications when assignments/tasks
are sent to your child.  If you need assistance turning on this feature, please
contact kathryn_manley@hcpss.org. Additionally, please be on the look-out for a video
message from Ms. DW (Assistant Principal) and me welcoming students “back to school”
and highlighting school-wide virtual expectations.  Thank you! 

Expectations for this Week
In preparation for the launch of the distance learning model, teachers are creating Canvas
posts today that will include a short optional activity for students to complete to re-engage
in learning. On Wednesday, April 15, teachers will post a short orientation video in
Canvas that will explain the weekly routine including the expectations for assignments,
the dates and times for the weekly virtual class check-ins, and the norms for engaging in
check-ins. This week, students are expected to access teacher Canvas homepages to watch
the orientation videos, review the preparation information, and access the optional

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F2Mgn-1T41hfp17hQho2M0Q~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRgdxhfP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVhNSktNcHptZHdZJm1hbD03NmNjOTQyOGRiNTc5NjMxMmUzMzkwMTFhOTIyZWFhNDQxYWRmY2VkMDRlNmRiNDkxZDg2ODY0M2FhMTAwMGJjVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoARt_klV4eQByuUhxqZW5uaWZlcl9sX2pvaG5zb25AaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer_l_johnson%40hcpss.org%7C334b32af5872479f612908d7e090fdc3%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637224785654178352&sdata=aDx8U17mofH%2Fe%2FMeeBK%2BHqcER5tvlANmU6ul6ITG64w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FpuIqld420w9LhRiPjwoKnA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRgdxhfP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVhNSktNcHptZHdZJm1hbD02N2VhZDg2NDI1ZGE5NGQ1YzQ0MmU0Y2FmZTZjYTUwYmZlYmNiOTU5NmZkNTIyOGNmNDRkNjRjMTgwYjA4M2QyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoARt_klV4eQByuUhxqZW5uaWZlcl9sX2pvaG5zb25AaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer_l_johnson%40hcpss.org%7C334b32af5872479f612908d7e090fdc3%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637224785654188345&sdata=cnO4kiPnmewAik9%2BT7xGXMYjj2SvzSiIdOWWq4pTqLw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fhxe_BGwTed0bQngWWMSyZA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRgdxhfP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVhNSktNcHptZHdZJm1hbD1kODdjNjRjMTQ3NjhiYWMyMTI0ZjBlY2Y4OGQ2ZWE2MzhlYWI5MTliMmE5ZmY4YmMwNWQwYWViMWIzMjFiM2MyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoARt_klV4eQByuUhxqZW5uaWZlcl9sX2pvaG5zb25AaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer_l_johnson%40hcpss.org%7C334b32af5872479f612908d7e090fdc3%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637224785654188345&sdata=d73dYq%2FuyguZ6u5ITX8TAC8k7nD7CRzpkmNIvJx54PQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kathryn_manley@hcpss.org


Page 2 of 3

learning activities.

Learning Activities
Beginning April 20, students will engage in learning activities that will take up to two
hours per class each week to complete. Weekly assignments will be posted each Monday
by 9:00 a.m. and will be due on Friday by 10:00 a.m.  

Virtual Class Check-ins
Regular class check-ins will follow the schedule below. Each class will have one meeting
time. Your child’s teacher will determine which of the two designated times will be the
check-in time for the class period and communicate the schedule with families and
students via Canvas. The time teachers select will remain constant throughout the school
closure.

Monday, April 20
●       Period 4/4A Google Meet Check-In: 1:00-1:45 p.m. OR 2:00-2:45 p.m.

Tuesday, April 21
●       Period 1/1A Google Meet Check-in: 8:00-8:45 a.m. OR 9:00-9:45 a.m.
●       Period 5/5A Google Meet Check-in: 1:00-1:45 p.m. OR 2:00-2:45 p.m.

Wednesday, April 22
●       Period 2/2A Google Meet Check-in: 8:00-8:45 a.m. OR 9:00-9:45 a.m.
●       Period 6/6A Google Meet Check-in: 1:00-1:45 p.m. OR 2:00-2:45 p.m.

Thursday, April 23
●       Period 3/3A Google Meet Check-in: 8:00-8:45 a.m. OR 9:00-9:45 a.m.
●       Period 7/7A Google Meet Check-in: 1:00-1:45 p.m. OR 2:00-2:45 p.m.

A-day/B-day classes will follow a weekly rotation. Assuming the state-mandated closure
is extended beyond April 24:

●       April 20-24: A-day classes will be assigned work and have check-ins
●       April 27-May 1: B-day classes will be assigned work and have check-ins 

The A/B schedule will continue to rotate each week for as long as we are engaged in
distance learning.

Our EMMS team is excited to engage with students and families through this distance
learning model. Please do not hesitate to email me with any questions.

Thank you,

Peter Gaylord 
EMMS Principal
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Howard County Public Schools would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from
our list, please contact Howard County Public Schools directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through
our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students
and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.

Connect with Us:

Address
4445 Montgomery Road
Ellicott City, MD 21043

Phone
410-313-2839

Website
emms.hcpss.org

Twitter
@hcpss_emms
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